
 
 
Dear Families: 
 
I’m looking forward to a great year with your child!  It is my 11th year teaching, and I am very 
excited to be part of the fabulous team of 3rd grade teachers here at Pinecrest.  Since 
communication and teamwork with families are important elements in a child’s education, I 
would like to bring your attention to a few notes to start the school year.  Please keep this letter 
in a safe place for future reference throughout the year.  
 
Lunch:  Things may change from time to time, but if you are thinking about joining your child 
for lunch, 3rd graders eat from 12:15-12:35.   
 
SPECIALISTS:  We are on a four-day rotation schedule.  Our specialist block is from 10:45-
11:40.     
Day 1- Phy. Ed. and Music (Mr. Klein and Mrs. Poncelet- Remember gym shoes!) 
Day 2- Computer Lab and Book Check-Out (Mrs. Livingston- Remember your books!) 
Day 3- Music and Phy. Ed. (Mrs. Poncelet and Mr. Klein- Remember gym shoes!) 
Day 4- Art (Ms. Meyer) 
 (Tuesday, September 3rd  is Day 1)  
  
LANGUAGE ARTS:  Our district uses Making Meaning in Reading and Being a Writer for 
Writing. Students are required to read every day for 20 minutes at home.  We will be working on 
building stamina up to this 20 minutes at the start of the year. 
 
MATH:  Our math curriculum is Bridges.  Students will have hands on opportunities to explore 
different topics throughout the year.  Our big topics this year are subtraction, word problems, 
time, multiplication, division, and fractions.     
 
SOCIAL STUDIES:  Our social studies curriculum is on ancient cultures.  Students will learn 
about Ancient Egypt, Ancient Greece, and Ancient China.   
 
SCIENCE:  Topics of study for science include the solar system, sound, and measurement.   
 
COMMUNICATION: I will always try to call you if there are any concerns I have with your 
child, but I also email out classroom updates from time to time.  Our main way of 
communicating what goes on at school, though, is Seesaw.  Seesaw is a phone/tablet app that 
allows students to create a portfolio of different activities/creations/thoughts for parents to have 
instant access to student work.  In your pile of papers is the sign-up code.  We will be posting 
several times/week. 
 
DAILY HOMEWORK:   
 Reading:  Read 20 minutes each night. 
 Math:  We will send math pages about twice a week.  These pages are a great way for 
you to see the skills we are working on in class as well as giving your child a chance to show you 
how we do the problems.  These pages can be worked on as time permits.  We will not be 
checking the work pages and they do not need to be returned to school.  If your family is busy 
for a particular night, you can simply wait until the next night to do the homework.   
 
 



FRIDAY NEWSLETTERS:  Newsletters will be sent digitally each week via email and also 
posted on my webpage, www.mrlarsonhastings.weebly.com .  If you need a physical copy, 
please let me know. 
 
BIRTHDAYS:  Student birthdays will be celebrated in our room with students being able to 
pick a book of their choosing to take home and keep.  This year we will not be having birthday 
treats brought into our classroom. 
 
SNACK BREAK:  We will be taking a snack break every day.  I encourage you to send a 
nutritious snack along with your child for this time.  Our bodies and brains need this energy to 
learn!  
 
BOOK ORDERS: Watch for Scholastic Book Club orders to come home periodically.  
Purchasing these books is always optional, but it is a great chance to purchase books at a 
reasonable price, and every purchase supplies more books to our classroom library! Please help 
us reach our first month’s goal by ordering by September 13th. 
 
FUN MONEY:  Because we like to make school as fun and interesting as possible, we will be 
doing a variety of crafts and activities as extensions to our regular curriculum.  Unfortunately, 
this can become quite expensive.  To defer the cost, we are asking for donations of $10.00 to our 
Classroom Fun Money fund.  If you are able to contribute, it would be greatly appreciated! 
 
DISMISSAL:  If there is a change in your child’s end of the day routine, please notify me via 
email in the morning or a note sent with your child.  Your child must have a note/email/call or 
they will be sent home using their regular routine that is documented in the school office.  I 
may not be able to check my email during the day, so if a plan changes midday, please call the 
school office to notify them. 
 
TESTING:  There are a number of tests that your child will participate in this school year.  All 
3rd graders will take the NWEA reading and math tests on the computers in the fall and winter.  
These scores give us an indication of your child’s skills and ability levels in these areas. This 
year will be the first year your child also participates in the reading and math MCA Tests (state 
standards test) in the spring.     
 
I feel strongly that a child’s education depends on the combined efforts of the child, family, and 
teacher.  Let’s have a terrific year working together for your child’s success! 
 
Sincerely, 
Andy Larson 
alarson@hastings.k12.mn.us  
651-480-7314 


